NEWS FROM UNITED FOR ALL AGES – JULY/AUGUST 2023

IMPORTANCE OF ‘MIXING MATTERS’ DRIVES GROWTH IN INTERGENERATIONAL ACTIVITIES  
The first half of 2023 has seen a big increase in intergenerational activities and plans as understanding grows of why mixing matters is key to tackling many social issues. From loneliness to housing and care and from ageism to intergenerational fairness, bringing people of all ages together can generate innovative and effective solutions. There are increasing numbers of resources available and opportunities to share ideas and good practice. Now is the time to create a Britain for all ages.  

HOW HOMESHARE CAN TACKLE LONELINESS AND HOUSING CRISES
United for All Ages is pleased to support a webinar on Tuesday 11 July to highlight how loneliness and isolation, housing and care can be addressed through Homeshare programmes. Organised by Two Generations and featuring a great line-up of speakers, the webinar is aimed at councils, charities, NHS, housing and intergenerational organisations. Details of the event at 10am on 11 July can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/yxx3t4b9  

NEW PROJECTS, RESOURCES AND EVENTS
Intergenerational training programme – Apples and Honey Nightingale have completed their first Level 3 Award course and are part way through the Level 3 Certificate in Intergenerational Care and Education after which students can study for the customised CACHE accredited Level 3 Diploma. Their next cohort of students will start on 7 September. The course is also CPD accredited and is mainly taught online with an intergenerational site visit and, for the diploma, a practical unit that can be completed locally, at Apples and Honey Nightingale or at one of their partnering organisations. More information here AHN Education and Training
My Family, Your Family launch – Laura Henry-Allain’s latest book will be launched at a special conference with a fine array of speakers on Saturday 7 October. See My Family, Your Family Book Launch Conference – Laura Henry-Allain MBE (laurahenryallain.com)
Grandparents reading with grandchildren – Liz Scott is working with the children's book publishers Farshore on their new picture book Spyceratops by the award-winning picture book creator Alex Willmore, publishing on 3 August. The book is a dinosaur spy adventure which tells the story of aspiring spy Spyceratops and her mission to find out what her Grandad is hiding from her. It is an engaging book - perfect for sharing with young grandchildren - but also a fantastic representation of non-traditional families. Contact liz@lizscottpr.co.uk if you could host intergenerational readings.

Campaigning for a Commissioner for Older People and Ageing – join the dozens of organisations that are supporting a call for a Commissioner in England to transform life for older people. Sign up here: https://www.independentage.org/campaigning/commissioner
Relational care for all ages – a new report and toolkit on implementing relationship-centred care in various settings has been produced by the Open University and funded by the Hallmark Foundation. The resources can be downloaded here: https://wels.open.ac.uk/news/new-research-and-toolkit-provide-transformative-approach-care-launched-ou-academics
Living in age diverse neighbourhoods - does it impact your health and wellbeing to live in a local area that is more age diverse? That is the subject of Swansea University research led by Martin Hyde and Lizzie Evans and supported by United for All Ages. Initial findings are being shared at the British Society of Gerontology’s annual conference on 5-7 July. Please contact us for more information.
Remembering Baroness Greengross – the ILC-UK marked the life of Sally Greengross with the first annual lecture on the future of ageing delivered by Ashton Applewhite about a world without ageism. It can be viewed here: Greengross lecture on the future of ageing - Ashton Applewhite - YouTube  The Greengross Foundation is also being developed to take forward Sally’s work. 
An Australian perspective on the UK – without mentioning cricket, it was great to be able to support Ros Harrington’s recent visit to the UK to learn about intergenerational projects here and the lessons for Grandschools in Australia. See her initial thoughts and more about Grandschools: News (generationsworkingtogether.org) 
Last but not least – McCarthy Stone Foundation has produced a video about The Together Project, its work and new office. Stephen Burke is stepping down as chair of The Together Project later this month as this intergenerational project develops its work with three generations: children, their parents and older people. A real win win win!

For more about the above and about United for All Ages and our work, please contact us.
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