NEWS FROM UNITED FOR ALL AGES – JUNE 2021
FLAMING JUNE ‘MAKE OR BREAK’ FOR SOCIAL RECOVERY
United for All Ages has always been optimistic about the prospects of creating a better world for all ages. That optimism has been tested over the last 15 months plus. As we head towards 21 June, we are approaching a crossroads. Will we be able to plan ahead with more certainty? Or are we entering another phase of the pandemic where uncertainty continues to prevail? Life demands that we anticipate and cope with either scenario. 
As the snapshot of events below demonstrates, there is plenty going on. People and organisations are keen to press ahead with setting an intergenerational agenda. We are regularly buoyed up by news from across the UK of new projects and developments bringing generations together. They recognise that if we take one thing from the pandemic, it is that the future must be shared by people of all ages, mixing and sharing experiences and activities. So whether you are planning a major new housing development or a community project, whether you are helping schools, care homes or workplaces recover from lockdown, now is the time to think intergenerational.      

INTERGENERATIONAL HOUSING NETWORK (IHN)
The most recent meeting of the Intergenerational Housing Network featured great presentations about health and well-being at Ebbsfleet Garden City and about moving beyond age segmentation. A recording of the meeting is available at: https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/JjmzeuSr6uwMU0eiqiwOAABZgYYb04D0hbmWbVukfOtyI3cykAUM5zwIdii_itIr.0nuv2QbYq8OPCbCX Passcode: #6JY7*^4   See our website for the latest updates, the next network meeting etc.
Generations Working Together in Scotland has launched an online learning course Intergenerational Housing, Places and Spaces.  
The May edition of Care Home Environment featured an article by IHN member, Julie Smyth of Corstophine & Wright, on learning from lockdown to create care homes of the future which amongst other things will promote intergenerational care and living.

RELATIONAL CARE FORUM
United for All Ages will be speaking at a forum on relational care on 3-4 September at Holy Rood House in Thirsk. The event will consider and discuss how social care of older people has been and can be further improved, with particular reference to the value and impact of ‘relational care’, which is based on understanding and fostering networks of trust and knowledge between older people, care staff, younger people, volunteers and communities. Presentations including keynotes on care ethics and the philosophy of ageing from Professor Marian Barnes, lead author of ‘Re-imagining Old Age: Wellbeing, Care and Participation’ and Professor John Swinton, Chair in Divinity and Religious Studies, University of Aberdeen. Jenny Kartupelis, author of two books on relational care will introduce speakers on topics such as the wellbeing of carers, community-based and intergenerational models, innovative technology and future government policy. For more information and to register, please contact: enquiries@holyroodhouse.org.uk

NETWORKING IN WALES
A full afternoon of presentations and discussion is promised at the next meeting of the Bridging the Generations network on 24 June at 2pm. Speakers include the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, Sally Holland, and two speakers from housing association Grwp Cynefin. You can register at: https://forms.office.com/r/shfP0bBbGs

STOCKPILING SPACE?
The Intergenerational Foundation’s latest report focuses on how the pandemic has exacerbated housing inequalities between older and younger generations, creating two housing nations. Stockpiling Space makes wide-ranging recommendations, including making better use of existing housing stock. 

LONELINESS AWARENESS WEEK
Organised by the Marmalade Trust, Loneliness Awareness Week takes place from 14-18 June. National and local activities are planned and it’s a great opportunity to raise awareness that loneliness affects people of all ages and can be addressed by more intergenerational interaction.

NPC GOES VIRTUAL
For their 2021 annual convention, the National Pensioners Convention is planning a series of webinars during June. An opening rally on 8 June will be followed by webinars on pensioner poverty (18 June) and the future of health and care (21 June). The series will conclude on 29 June with a webinar on ‘Generations United: Bridging the Generation Gap’ which I will be speaking at with colleagues involved in bringing generations together.

CONNECTING ACTIVELY TO NATURE
A Torbay scheme is bringing young and older people together to share experiences, get active and support one another in nature this summer. Based in Orchard Forest School at Lupton the Connecting Actively to Nature (CAN) intergenerational project takes ten older adult volunteers and four childminders bringing ten early years children between them and gives them the chance to interact, share stories and learn new skills together in beautiful forest surroundings.

CARE HOME OPEN WEEK – 28 JUNE-4 JULY
Last but not least, Care Home Open Week is a great opportunity to promote intergenerational activities linking care homes and their local communities. 

Please contact us with any queries about the above or if we can help you create communities for all ages.
All the best
Denise

Denise Burke
Director
United for All Ages

01206 824529
07889 778316
www.unitedforallages.com @united4allages

