NEWS FROM UNITED FOR ALL AGES – FEBRUARY 2026
ONE MONTH AFTER ANOTHER
With the Oscars later this month and the real world echoing some of the film award nominations, stronger social connections have never been more important. As 2026 rushes past, it’s time to gear up for Global Intergenerational Week on 24-30 April – the #GIW26 launch takes place this week on 4 February. Sign up here: https://generationsworkingtogether.org/global-intergenerational-week  It’s a great opportunity to champion and celebrate meaningful connections across generations wherever you are.

GO GLOBAL IN SEPTEMBER - CALL FOR PAPERS
Global Intergenerational Congress is on 29 September-1 October in Glasgow.
Generations Working Together has invited thought leaders, practitioners, volunteers and researchers to contribute to a transformative dialogue that moves beyond discussion into meaningful action. Their aim is to create an environment where listening, trust and collaboration lead to lasting relationships and innovative solutions for a world that values intergenerational practice as essential to everyday life.  Supported by expert intergenerational researchers and practitioners worldwide, the Congress will feature cutting-edge research, projects and practices across a wide range of intergenerational topics. A call for papers is now open to co-create a series of actionable steps that will advance the intergenerational field. To inspire innovation and focused dialogue, GWT have framed the key subject areas as challenges and invite participants to address them, sharing insights, solutions and practical examples. Contributions will enable the compilation of a collective roadmap from each subject area, which will be shared widely to influence practice, policy, and research on a global scale.  There are six key subject areas for submissions including education, homes and communities, climate, health & wellbeing, research and multi-generational workplaces along with an additional 11 focus areas which include ageism, AI, funding, volunteering and evaluation and many more. Details can be found here: call for papers and sessions paper here – NB the deadline is Sunday 15 February 2026.

ENTER THE 2026 DEMENTIA CARE AWARDS
United for All Ages is delighted to support again the intergenerational category in Care Talk’s Dementia Care awards. Now in their third year, these awards are attracting more and more interest and entries. This reflects the growth in projects bringing older and young people together as more care homes link with nurseries and schools. The benefits are huge for all involved – from older people and children to their relatives and carers and the wider community. Enter here: https://www.dementiacareawards.co.uk/

GOVERNING FOR THE FUTURE
Government needs a new strategic approach to plan for the long term and intergenerational fairness. Cat Tully from the School of International Futures is coordinating a coalition of organisations hosting a Parliamentary event in March and is seeking more supporting partners. Contact cat@soif.org.uk 

PROSPECTS FOR INTERGENERATIONAL HOUSING
2026 is already promising to be a big year for intergenerational housing. Our latest blog for BuildEdinburgh highlights six key areas for older and young people living together: https://buildedinburgh.substack.com/p/saturday-column-what-might-this-year  
1. This spring will see publication of a much awaited report by the All Party Parliamentary Group on Housing and Care for Older People creating intergenerational communities with housing for all ages at their heart: https://www.housinglin.org.uk/appg-hcop/
1. Housing LIN are also holding ‘Shaping homes for health, independence and connections’, their annual conferences, shortly - Newcastle on 24 February and Bristol on 12 March https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Events/ForthcomingEvents/

MORE HAPPENING IN SCOTLAND
As well as hosting regular events, the Intergenerational National Network in Scotland led by Pat Scrutton has been co-curating a series of think pieces on multigenerational places with Sophia de Souza, Chief Executive of the Glass-House. You can find these on the Glass-House website: www.theglasshouse.org.uk Contact patscrutton247@gmail.com for details of INN activities this spring. 

READING FOR ALL AGES
As part of the national Year of Reading, two authors of children’s books are seeking intergenerational partners for local reading events for all ages. The books are:
1. The Awesomely Adventurous Librarians by Donna David (for age 4+)
1. The Glamorous Grandmas by Jodie Lancet-Grant (for age 3+)
To find out more, please contact Liz Scott at liz@lizscottpr.co.uk  

AND FINALLY…
You are invited to contribute to a new United for All Ages paper which aims to celebrate the growth and vitality of intergenerational projects and the difference they are making.
Please nominate ONE intergenerational project which you have come across in the last year and think is particularly exciting, pioneering and impactful. It could be in any field and local/regional/national/global but it must bring older and young people together, mixing with shared purpose and changing lives and communities. In addition please contribute 50 words about why you think the project is special and advances intergenerational interaction and outcomes.
Please send your nomination and supporting statement by 23 February to stephen.burke@unitedforallages.com 


Please contact us with any queries about the above, United for All Ages and our work creating a Britain and communities for all ages.
All the best
Denise and Stephen
Denise Burke and Stephen Burke
Directors
United for All Ages
07889 778316/07714 334510
www.unitedforallages.com @united4allages

