NEWS FROM UNITED FOR ALL AGES – SEPTEMBER 2026

FAIR FOR ALL AGES?
As party conferences approach, the new Prime Minister and government face massive challenges. The Budget on 28 October, reforming care and welfare, building affordable housing, creating better work and education opportunities for young people, tackling the cost of living crisis, powering up every postcode, addressing the climate emergency. The list goes on and on – but all demand solutions that are intergenerationally fair and long-lasting. 
In this e-news we look at how we can create a Britain that genuinely works for all ages. We need to reform our Parliamentary system so that it looks longer term at the big challenges. The campaign for a Parliamentary ‘committee for the future’ is gathering momentum and persuading more politicians of all parties to adopt a new approach. This also needs to engage those without a voice in the debate about all our futures.  You can join the growing coalition of organisations campaigning for long term change here: dawson@soif.org.uk 
This long hot summer may in retrospect prove to be the tipping point in addressing the climate emergency which affects us all. Excess deaths in the hottest weather threaten to outnumber those in winter as older people’s bodies in particular are unable to deal with the heat. Much more could be done to mitigate the heat – and as importantly to reduce carbon emissions. We are seeing the rise again of mutual aid, with different generations supporting each other in local communities and helping those most in need.
The Budget will also set the tone for future big decisions on spending and raising revenue. See below re care reform for example. Britain is a wealthy country and that wealth could be more fairly shared for all ages. As well as making better use of existing public spending.
United for All Ages will continue to press for a Britain that works for all generations now and in the future, invests in prevention and shares our resources fairly and sustainably by assessing intergenerational impact in policy-making. See more below…
FREE HOMECARE CENTRAL TO REFORM
The campaign for free home care for older and disabled people and their families as a key step towards a national care service is growing. With everyone needing care or being a carer during their lifetime, free homecare could transform the experiences of many millions of families across generations as well as the way care is delivered. Political will is needed to make it happen. See our latest article here and visit www.freehomecare.org.uk The free home care campaign fringe meeting with New Statesman will be on Sunday 27 September at 3pm at the Museum of Liverpool. 

LAST SHOUT FOR GLOBAL CONGRESS
The Global Intergenerational Congress #GICScot26 will take place in Glasgow from 29 September to 1 October. Organised by Generations Working Together, the Congress is essential for anyone passionate about building inclusive, age-friendly societies.
This international gathering will bring together practitioners, policymakers, researchers, and community leaders. The Congress will also see the presentation of Intergenerational Excellence Awards 2026. 

GET TOGETHER IN BRISTOL AND BEYOND
Bristol and North Somerset Intergenerational Forum is meeting online on Tuesday 1 September at 10.30am-12.30pm. Weston-Super-Mare’s Front Room Theatre will talk about how they are encouraging older audience members and celebrating intergenerational audiences and theatre pieces. Share ideas and news and join at https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/36698210917959?p=4PKfVmfU2beXPLwUW9 For info contact Melissa Pollard: mel@aliveactivities.org

VISIT THE VIRTUAL VILLAGE HALL
Royal Voluntary Service, the national charity has launched the Virtual Village Hall, a free, online activity hub and community. The Virtual Village Hall helps people stay mentally and physically active, socially connected and having fun, and supports people to better manage their health, including long-term conditions. More than 20,000 people are already using the Virtual Village Hall every month. It offers everything you might typically find at a local community centre or village hall, like exercise, dance and yoga classes, crafts, cooking, gardening, meditation, interesting speakers and musical performances. There are live, online activity sessions every weekday on the VVH YouTube channel and website, and a YouTube library of more than 4,000 sessions to access any time. 
 
CHANGING BRITAIN AND THE WORLD TOGETHER
Twenty six intergenerational projects are profiled in Changing the World Together, the latest report from United for All Ages. The report shows how these practical projects can impact locally, nationally and globally on housing and communities, care and learning, culture and sport, and future generations. ‘Changing the World Together’ can be downloaded at www.unitedforallages.com/news
See our policy briefings on the role intergenerational action can play in Changing Britain for All Ages and in Prevention is Better…

AND FINALLY…
Mission to the Future sets out why UK politics must embrace long-termism and future generations: https://fairnessfoundation.com/mission-to-the-future 

Please contact us with any queries about the above, United for All Ages and our work creating a Britain and communities for all ages.
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